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Towns County Sports
Towns County’s Leader In Sports

The second annual Dun-
can Dash 5K run/walk and fun 
run will be held March 2fourth 
at 8:30 AM at Meeks Park in 
Blairsville to benefit the March 
of Dimes. 

“The March of Dimes 
fights for the health of all 
moms and babies. We’re ad-
vocating for policies to protect 
them. We’re working to radi-
cally improve the healthcare 
they receive. We’re pioneer-
ing research to find solutions. 
We’re empowering families 
with the knowledge and tools 
to have healthier pregnan-
cies. By uniting communities, 
we’re building a brighter fu-
ture for us all,” says Melissa 
Cox, senior development man-
ager for the March of Dimes in 
Atlanta. 

Nationally, more than 
three million people in over 
500 communities participate 
in events to support the March 
of Dimes. The Duncan Dash is 
put on by the family of Duncan 
Lawrence, a brave 10-year-
old whose fight for life has 
inspired many. “Our son was 

born 4 months premature,” 
says his mother, “and without 
the March of Dimes, he never 
would have made it. We want 
to give back. Last year’s Dun-
can Dash raised $10,000 to 
save babies’ lives, and we’re 
hoping to do that again.” 

All proceeds from the 
Duncan Dash will support the 
March of Dimes’ work to pre-
vent premature births, save ba-
bies’ lives, and provide quality 
healthcare for mothers. Many 
area businesses and organiza-
tions have already stepped up 
as sponsors for the event, in-
cluding United Community 
Bank, North Georgia Fam-
ily Medicine, Leon’s Floors, 
Genesis Therapeutics, Mer-
cier Orchards, Carl Patterson 
Flooring, Brother’s at Willow 
Ranch, the Lighthouse Church, 
St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 
Kiddos’ Clubhouse, Blairs-
ville Martial Arts Academy, 
Sammie’s Sub Shop, Arne’s 
Auto Parts, Ageless Smiles, 
Aviator Café, Harris Family 
Dentistry, Sage Wax Boutique, 
Hillcrest Clinic, Proflame Gas, 

5K Run/Walk to benefit the March of Dimes
Spry Family Dry Cleaners, and 
Black Tie & Tails Doggie Day 
Spa. “This is truly a communi-
ty event, and we’re so grateful 
for everyone’s support,” says 
Duncan’s father.

Those who wish to sign 
up to run or walk in the Dun-
can Dash can do so through 
www.active.com or at regis-
tration the day of the event. 
Donations to Team Duncan’s 
fundraising efforts on behalf 
of the March of Dimes can be 
made at www.marchforbabies.
org/supportduncan.

About March of Dimes: 
The March of Dimes works to 
improve the health of babies 
through lifesaving research, 
community-based programs, 
and advocacy. For more than 
75 years, moms and their ba-
bies have benefitted from the 
March of Dimes research, ed-
ucation, vaccines, and break-
throughs. To find out more 
about the March of Dimes and 
how to raise funds and aware-
ness to prevent premature birth 
and birth defects visit www.
marchofdimes.org. NT(Mar21,A3)SH

Fannin: Rock Creek and Toccoa River Tailwaters of Lake Blue Ridge.
Union: Canada Creek, Suches Creek, Toccoa River, Wildhog 

and Winfield Scott Lake.
Note: Information is subject to change. Please call the hatch-

ery at 706-838-4723 for questions. Stay up-to-date with stocking and 
events through Facebook www.facebook.com/chattahoocheeforestnfh. 
The hatchery also provides trout for the state. Please contact Georgia 
DNR for information on sites stocked by the state.

 Trout stocking sites 
 week of March 12-16, 2018

C o u n t r y / We s t e r n 
show on Friday, March 30 
at 6:30 p.m. at Stephens 
Lodge auditorium at Young 
Harris. Free admission.  
Food will be available for 
purchase. NT(Mar21,A1)SH

Free
Country/Western 
show March 30

Jim Davis introduced as next women’s 
basketball coach for the Mountain Lions

YOUNG HARRIS - Young 
Harris College President Dr. Drew 
Van Horn and Director of Athletics 
Randy Dunn announced Monday 
(March 12) afternoon that Jim Da-
vis has been selected to direct the 
Mountain Lion women’s basketball 
program.

Davis succeeds Matt Stears-
man, who stepped down as head 
coach after the season.

“I feel YHC is extremely 
fortunate to have coach Davis as our 
new women’s basketball coach,” 
said Dunn. “His name alone brings 
immediate credibility to YHC and 
the women’s basketball program. 
Coach Davis has all of the ingredi-
ents a college or university looks for 
in a coach - knowledge, experience, 
work ethic, passion and enthusiasm 
for the game, and a great personal-
ity are just a few of his qualities that 
have made him successful during 
his career.

“I would describe coach 
Davis as a proven winner as a 
basketball coach,” added Dunn. 
“He is a man of character, integrity, 
honesty and is a true gentleman. 
As you read coach Davis’ coach-
ing achievements, it is easy to 
understand why Dr. Van Horn and 
I made the decision to hire him as 
our coach.”.

A native of Englewood, Ten-
nessee, Davis’ coaching resume in-
cludes junior high and high school 
positions, a brilliant six-year span at 
Roane State Community College, 
one championship year at Middle 
Tennessee State University, 18 
highly successful seasons at Clem-
son University, a year in the WNBA 
with the Minnesota Lynx, and two 
seasons as an assistant coach at 
Young Harris College and most 
recently four seasons at Tennessee 
Technological University.

“Bobbie and I are looking 
forward to coming back to the 
Enchanted Valley,” said Davis. 
“We really enjoyed our two sea-
sons at Young Harris. We love the 
people there and they are our kind 
of people.

“Obviously, we have some 
work to do here to bring up our tal-
ent level to the rest of the Peach Belt 
Conference,” said Davis. “We think 
we can get it done and are looking 
forward to the challenge.”

During his time at Tennessee 
Tech, Davis led the Golden Eagles 
to a 2013 Ohio Valley Conference 
regular season championship. He 
boasted four All-OVC players 
(three first-team selections and a 
second-team honoree) as well as 

two other players being named to 
the OVC All-Newcomer squad. 
Academically, Davis had many 
of his student-athletes earn a spot 
on the TTU Athletics Director’s 
Honor Roll and on the OVC Com-
missioners Honor Roll. He also had 
three student-athletes post perfect 
4.0 GPAs and earn an OVC Medal 
of Honor.

Following 18 successful 
seasons as head coach at Clemson 
and two as assistant athletics di-
rector, Davis tried retirement but 
quickly found he still yearned to 
coach. In 2009, he served as an 
assistant coach with the Minnesota 
Lynx.

In 2011, he accepted an 
assistant coaching assignment at 
Young Harris and helped create a 
new program. In just one season, 
he helped take the team from 
inception to a 23-3 record with a 
roster featuring only freshmen and 
sophomores.

The majority of Davis’ past 
coaching career was at Clemson, 
and his record includes a lengthy 
list of highlights. He led his team to 
16 post-season appearances includ-
ing 14 trips to the NCAA Tourna-
ment and two WNIT appearances. 
While earning 355 victories, he 
brought the program into national 
prominence, guiding the Tigers to 
two championships in the tough 
Atlantic Coast Conference. His 
Clemson teams advanced to the 
NCAA Sweet 16 four times and 
climbed to the Elite Eight one time, 
and he posted 51 victories over Top 
25 teams.

Clemson made it to the ACC 
championship game six times, 
claiming the title in 1996 and 1999. 
The team achieved 20 wins or more 
in 11 of his 18 seasons, and earned 
Top 25 final national rankings 
11 times. Davis was named the 
ACC Coach of the Year in 1990 
and 1994.

The record book reflects 
548 all-time victories in his 29 
seasons as a collegiate head coach, 
and he is the winningest basketball 
coach - men or women - in Clemson 
history. He was inducted into the 
Clemson Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2008.

Even more impressive than 
his on-court record is the academic 
success of his student-athletes. Dur-
ing his span as Clemson head coach 
from 1987 through 2005, Davis 
saw every single four-year player 
receive her degree.

Prior to his arrival at Clem-
son, Davis served one season as 

head coach at Middle Tennessee 
State. During the 1986-87 season, 
he guided the Lady Raiders to a 
19-8 record and a share of the OVC 
championship. Prior to his stop at 
Middle Tennessee, Davis spent 
the 1985-86 season as an assistant 
coach with the University of Florida 
women’s basketball program.

A Tennessee native, Davis 
spent six highly successful years at 
Roane State in Harriman, Tennes-
see, before moving to the Univer-
sity of Florida. Davis put together 
one of the most successful stints 
ever in the junior college ranks by 
coaching Roane State’s Raiderettes 
to 127 wins against only 35 losses, 
building a .784 winning percent-
age. His teams won four Tennessee 
Junior College Athletic Associa-
tion divisional championships and 
one state championship, and were 
ranked in the Top 10 by the National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
three times (1981, 1984, 1985). 
His biggest accomplishment was 
the 1984 team’s finish of 27-2 and 
the NJCAA National Champion-
ship title.

Before entering the junior 
college ranks, Davis coached two 
years at Englewood (Tenn.) Junior 
High School and 10 seasons in 
various Tennessee high schools, 
including stops at Madisonville, 
Charleston and McMinn high 
schools. His overall high school 
record was 197-93, a winning per-
centage of .679.

Davis graduated from Ten-
nessee Wesleyan College in 1970 
with a bachelor’s degree in health 
and physical education. After doing 
graduate work at East Tennessee 
State University, he received his 
master’s degree in educational ad-
ministration and supervision from 
Tennessee Tech in 1975.

In 1996, Davis was inducted 
into the Tennessee Junior and 
Community College Athletic As-
sociation Hall of Fame. In the fall 
of 1996, he was inducted into Tiger 
Brotherhood, an honorary fraternity 
that promotes high standards of 
social and ethical conduct while 
recognizing in its members an ear-
nest devotion to Clemson, coupled 
with the integrity of character com-
mensurate with a typical Clemson 
gentleman or lady.

Davis is married to the for-
mer Bobbie Henderson and they 
have one son, Todd, a beautiful 
daughter-in-law, Rhonda, and 
two most precious grandchildren, 
Ansleigh Grace and Jacob Garrett.

Tri-County opening day results
By Blake Lynch
Towns County Herald 
Sports Special

BRASSTOWN - Tri-
County Racetrack hosted its 
opening day Friday, March 16. 

They had the full racing 
program and special guests 
United CC Modified Lite Series 
and the $3,000 to win Schaef-
fer’s Oil Southern Bonus Series 
Super Late Models. 

The final results are as 
follows: 

Street Stocks - first place 
was No.  43 Micheal Harper, 
second place was No.  192 Jay 
Lynch, third place was No.  05 
Ronnie Gill, fourth place was 
No.  01 Jacob Lynch, and fifth 
was No.  191 Troy Turner. 

Modified Street - first-
place No.  6 Mark Wilbanks, 
second place was No.  34 Greg 
Sudderth, third place was No. 
15 Kenny Taylor, fourth place 
was No. 50 Charles Devin Jr, 
and fifth was No. 45 Brandon 
Elliott.

Front Wheel Drive - first 
place was No. J3 Josh Deese, 
second place was No. 05 Hunter 

Shane Clanton
Hughes, third place was No. 32 
Logan Exum, fourth place was 
No. 10 Sandi Klaucke and fifth 
place was No. 55 Eric Lecory.

Super Late Models - 
first-place No. 25 Shane Clan-
ton lead the race from start to 
finish, second place was No. 7 
Ricky Weiss, third place was 
No. 101 Casey Roberts, fourth 

place was No. x15 Shawn 
Chastain, and fifth place was 
No. 38 Jamie Oliver.

Pony - first place was 
No. 4 Marty King, second place 
No. 43 Tain Ross, third place 
was No. 32 Franklin Burk, 
and fourth place No. 88 Bryel 
Moody.

Soccer: Lady Indians rout Gilmer, 8-1; Indians fall short 4-2

Towns County soccer photos by Lowell Nicholson


